
In 2010, the administration at Sheridan Elementary School in Northeast Minneapolis noticed
students hoarding food from the cafeteria on Fridays, and taking the extra food home to eat on the
weekend. The Sheridan Story organization began later that year—providing a bag of non-perishable
food to 27 kindergarteners each weekend. The program has expanded to other schools. Its purpose is
to fight hunger in our communities by filling in the gaps to food access that children face during
weekends, summers and extended breaks.

Fast forward to this year. In March the non-profit Sheridan Story transitioned its weekend food
program to adapt to school closures and disruptions caused by COVID-19. The need for food
increased 400 percent, and so did the necessity for more volunteers to package the food.

“I saw a list of places where help was needed, and the fact that the Sheridan Story was located in
Roseville caught my eye,” says Julie Buerkle, a member of the Saint Rose parish for 30 years and a
volunteer at the Keystone Food Shelf when it was located in Roseville. “I am always looking to help,
and with all that has been going on recently, I know food insecurity has become a real problem.” 

As Julie has a full-time job a two-hour evening shift one night a week was the perfect opportunity to
contribute to this worthwhile cause. All the volunteers (maximum 40 per shift) wear a mask, gloves,
wash their hands and work at tables that are spread out. They pack four or five cans of non-
perishable food into each plastic bag. “It’s a very safe work environment,” says Julie. 

“I was surprised by the number of young people regularly volunteering,” she notes. “They bring a
lot of energy to the job. The fast pace makes the time go very quickly. By the end of the night we will
have packed 3,000 bags of food.”

Instead of the food being put in the backpacks of school children every Friday, COVID-19 altered
the routine. Families now come to schools and community centers to pick up bags of food. Locally
the food is available at the Roseville Fire Station, seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

“Before I volunteered there I had not heard much about the Sheridan Story,” says Julie, whose
friends Celeste Hannan and Peggy Bakko have joined her. “I was surprised there is such a great
shortage of people’s basic needs, things we take for granted. Sheridan is making a big difference for
families and I am honored to support their mission.”   
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